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TRIBUTE TO MS. NORIS COLON 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise during this month of 
March, which has been designated Woman’s 
History Month, to pay tribute to Ms. Noris 
Colon, president and chief executive officer of 
H.O.G.A.R. (Housing Options & Geriatric As-
sociation Resources, Inc.), an organization 
dedicated to improving the lives of homeless, 
elderly, mentally ill, physically challenged, and 
HIV/AIDS-infected individuals in the Bronx. 

Noris was born in Salinas, PR, and is very 
proud of her family and heritage. She comes 
from a family with a long tradition of public 
service. In her home town of Salinas, there is 
a street named after her late father, Juan 
Manzanet, who was the first chief of the fire 
department. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1996, Noris founded 
H.O.G.A.R. to fill a gap in the social service 
delivery system in Bronx County. The organi-
zation’s mission is not only to raise awareness 
of the housing and health issues facing bur-
dened groups of society, but also to provide 
ways of remedying these issues. As a result of 
her strong leadership, H.O.G.A.R. was se-
lected as the ‘‘Outstanding Agency of the 
Year’’ by the Bronx Psychiatric Center and the 
State Office of Mental Health. 

Noris has an extensive background in social 
and rehabilitative services and mental health 
administration. Her experience encompasses 
personnel management, psychiatric rehabilita-
tion, community relations, and the develop-
ment of special needs housing programs. She 
graduated from Nyack College, where she 
specialized in organizational management. 

Mr. Speaker, Noris resume is impressive. 
She was the first administrator of the Mental 
Health Program of Hunts Point Multi Service 
Center. She has also served as director of 
Community Residences of South Bronx Mental 
Health Council and has worked at Casa La 
Esperanza and Harlem Hospital. In addition, 
Noris has served as chief of staff for City 
Councilman Federico Perez and was ap-
pointed Human Rights Commissioner of New 
York by Mayor Abraham Beame. 

Mr. Speaker, for her immeasurable contribu-
tions to those most in need and most over-
looked, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
honoring this incredible woman.
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TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL AL-
TERNATIVE FUELS TRAINING 
CONSORTIUM AND IVY TECH 
STATE COLLEGE NORTHWEST 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor and pleasure that I stand before 

you to recognize the National Alternative Fuels 
Training Consortium and Ivy Tech State Col-
lege Northwest as they join together for the 
second National Alternative Fuel Vehicle 
(AFV) Day Odyssey. They, along with other 
community leaders, will come together on Fri-
day, April 2, 2004, at the Westfield 
Shoppingtown in Merrillville, Indiana, to ex-
plore alternatives to powering cars and trucks 
with fuels besides gasoline and diesel 
throughout many locations all across north-
west Indiana. 

The National AFV Day Odyssey began in 
2002. The first event reached more than 
17,000 people at 51 sites nationwide. This 
event will explore the environmental needs for 
AFV in our country, and local participants will 
learn of alternative fuel options to protect the 
future of not only northwest Indiana but the 
rest of the Nation as well. The National Alter-
native Fuels Training Consortium and Ivy Tech 
State College Northwest will be educating par-
ticipants on how alternative fuel and ad-
vanced-technology vehicles rely on domestic 
fuels such as propane and natural gas to pro-
vide power for vehicles, which in turn help pro-
tect our environment. 

The mission of the National AFV Day Odys-
sey is as follows: ‘‘To strengthen our Nation’s 
energy security, to preserve our Nation’s en-
ergy independence, to improve our Nation’s 
air quality, to support our national expertise 
and technological advancement, to offer wider 
choices and opportunities for American driv-
ers, and to spread the exciting news that ad-
vanced-technology and alternative fuel vehi-
cles are a positive choice for transportation.’’ 
The mission and goals of National AFV Day 
are vital to the protection of our environment 
and for the future generations of our country 
and the world. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
recognizing and paying tribute to the National 
Alternative Fuels Training Consortium and Ivy 
Tech State College Northwest as they strive to 
provide the tools and education for protecting 
our local, as well as national, interests in se-
curing both the future of our environment and 
our Nation’s energy independence.
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EXPRESSING SYMPATHY OF 
HOUSE FOR VICTIMS OF EARTH 
QUAKE IN IRAN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of House Resolution 526 ex-
pressing the sympathy of the House of Rep-
resentatives for the victims of the devastating 
earthquake in Bam, Iran, on December 26, 
2003. 

I was horrified to see a whole city brought 
to a sudden stop in a few seconds of brutal 
seismic activity. Approximately 40,000 people 

died, or two-thirds of the 60,000 deaths world-
wide from manmade and natural disasters in 
2003; 30,000 people were injured, and up to 
75,000 people were made homeless. But 
these statistics tell nothing of the personal im-
pact of this tragedy on families and individ-
uals. My heartfelt condolences go to them. 

The tragedy of so many lives lost, and so 
many others turned upside down by the earth-
quake, is worsened by Bam’s historic, cultural 
and architectural significance. Bam flourished 
as a site of pilgrimage and as a commercial 
and trading center on the famous Silk Road, 
which brought the treasures of the ancient Far 
East into what was then Persia, and on to the 
Mediterranean. The earthquake destroyed 90 
percent of Bam. Now, it appears that much of 
this heritage may have been lost forever. 

In the midst of so much devastation, relief 
workers from all over the world—including the 
United States—undoubtedly brought a consid-
erable measure of relief. Their effectiveness 
was remarkable and exemplary. I thank them 
for their courageous work. 

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to ex-
press my deepest sympathy to the Iranian 
people for this terrible tragedy, and encourage 
this body to assist with the reconstruction of 
Bam and the anguish of its citizens. In addi-
tion, I call on people to continue to help raise 
money and send supplies to Bam, where the 
cost of reconstruction is estimated to be $1 
billion. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this resolu-
tion and urge its passage.
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TRIBUTE TO NELLIE M. McKAY 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise during this month of 
March, which has been designated Women’s 
History Month, to pay tribute to Ms. Nellie 
McKay, an incredible woman who has dedi-
cated most of her life to the service of others. 

Nellie was born in 1929 to two hard-working 
parents, Polly and Alex Brown. She grew up 
with 10 brothers and sisters and learned the 
importance of sharing and support at a young 
age. Nellie has applied these values through-
out her life as a community activist. New York 
was fortunate enough to become home to Nel-
lie in 1950, when she immediately became a 
volunteer with the Baby Tracks program at the 
old Lincoln Hospital in the South Bronx. She 
also lent her time and energy to the Pros-
thesis Clinic at St. Luke’s Hospital, easing the 
spirits of patients there. Nellie was a key play-
er in the immunization program at local public 
schools, which is a crucial initiative for 
underresourced schools, especially during that 
era. 

Mr. Speaker, Nellie has always been com-
mitted to educating and fostering awareness in 
those around her. Having earned a Bachelor 
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